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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
October 30, 1871 


Hon. George S. Boutwell 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

I received a few days ago from R.C. Davis, Esq., of this city, a letter on the subject of 
securing for the Mint Cabinet the collection of coins, particularly the American portions, 
belonging to Paymaster Hodge, and enclosing a copy of a letter from Hon. F.E. Spinner, 
Treasurer U.S. with whom he had corresponded on the same subject; with request to 
forward the same to you for your consideration and action. I enclose the copy. 

I have no doubt, from what Mr. David days, that some of the coins in the Hodge 
collection are rare and valuable, and, if secured, would be quite an acquisition to our 
Cabinet Collection. 

I have no knowledge of the [Hodge] collection, nor has any catalog of the coins been 
sent to me, but if not too late, perhaps some of the rare coins could be retained or secured 
for the Cabinet by your authority. 

The annual appropriation for the Cabinet is only $600, and but a small part, if any, 
of that could be applied to the purchase. The matter is respectfully referred to you. 


Very respectfully yours, 


James Pollock 
Diector 


